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AMMPARO - MIGRANT JOURNEY FROM CENTRAL AMERICA

Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities

AMMPARO UPDATE, SUMMER 2019  

Highlights to date:
• International engagement to protect migrant children, youth and families in countries of origin 

and transit and in the U.S. 

• ELCA declared itself a sanctuary church body in a vote by the 2019 ELCA Churchwide 
Assembly, becoming the first North American denomination to do so. Learn more at 
ELCA.org/sanctuarychurch.

• 154 welcoming and sanctuary congregations in 42 synods in all nine regions of the ELCA 
(see “Living Lutheran” story at livinglutheran.org/2019/01/welcoming-those-in-need/).

• 28 synods with AMMPARO/immigration task forces.

• 9 new Guardian Angel programs, seven in 2018 (in Omaha, Denver, Boston, Atlanta, Detroit, 
Minneapolis-St. Paul, and San Francisco) and two in 2019 (in Hartford, Conn., and a second in 
San Francisco).

• National advocacy leadership in the Interfaith Immigration Coalition and regular consultation 
with Congress on conditions in Central America. 

• 5,000 advocacy cards for child protection delivered to Congress from the ELCA Youth Gathering.

• 1,875 advocacy messages for Dreamers, 1,028 messages on the budget bill and 1,000 Lutheran 
pledges to stand with asylum-seekers.

• Advocacy by Bishop Eaton on DACA, family separation (ecumenical statement), asylum, children’s 
deaths and the deportation of Betty Rendon, pastor of Emaus Lutheran Church in Racine, Wis.

• Accompaniment of the exodus of Central Americans (see “Global Mission Updates,” winter/spring 
2019, for the full story).

• Presentation in Rome at the World Vision Global Partners Forum.

• Legal engagement in pro bono work, including for the Dilley Pro Bono Project 
(see livinglutheran.org/2019/02/hope-in-the-courtroom/).

International project results from 2018 only
Mennonite Social Action Commission (CASM): 

• 1,702 families received emergency humanitarian assistance immediately following the repatriation 
process (food vouchers to purchase groceries, meal tickets, school kits, emergency medicines, etc.).

• 410 returned migrants were enrolled in vocational training programs.

• 21 returned migrants received seed capital to start microenterprises.

• 199 returned migrants received initial psychological screening; 83 required extended psychological 
treatment to deal with the severe traumas experienced during the migrant journey. 

http://www.elca.org/sanctuarychurch
http://www.livinglutheran.org/2019/01/welcoming-those-in-need/
http://www.livinglutheran.org/2019/02/hope-in-the-courtroom/
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Lutheran World Federation / Department for World Service:

• 100 returned migrants received initial psychological screening; 12 cases required extended 
psychological treatment due to the severity of the traumas experienced during migration.

• 60 microenterprises were started by returned migrants.

• A savings-and-loan cooperative has grown to include 30 microentrepreneurs. 

• By the end of 2018, 30 returned migrants were active participants in a network for public 
communications and advocacy that they organized themselves. 

Pop No’j Association:

• 63 returned migrant minors and their families have been accompanied in the reintegration 
process back to their home communities (more than twice the annual target of 30). 

• A majority of new cases accompanied during the second half of 2018 included parents 
separated from their children at the U.S. border as a result of the Trump administration’s 
“zero tolerance” policy. 

• 57 returned migrant minors and their families have received psychological care during home visits. 

• 57 migrant minors and their families have received human rights information and orientation.

Student Leadership Summit Migrant Ministry:

• 66 women (internally displaced persons and returned migrants) were assisted.

• All 41 new cases in the second half of 2018 were single women or families headed by women; the 
total number of persons assisted was 141, including children and other family members.

Domestic work with Lutheran Social Services of New York includes representation of 
42 unaccompanied children in immigration and state courts.

Resources on AMMPARO
• Full strategy and summaries of the strategy, videos and printed resources for congregations and 

synods (in both English and Spanish) can be found at ELCA.org/ammparo.

• Sign up for the ELCA Advocacy Network at ELCA.org/advocacy. 

• Follow us on Facebook at Facebook.com/ELCAammparo.

AMMPARO staff
Mary Campbell, program director, mary.campbell@elca.org 

Trinidad Ariztia, migration policy director, trinidad.ariztia@elca.org

Stephen Deal, regional representative for Central America, stephen.deal@elca.org

Alaide Vilchis Ibarra, network organizer, alaide.vilchisibarra@elca.org
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