
ELCA.org/PeaceNotWalls										                        1

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
ABOUT THE BARRIER BETWEEN ISRAEL AND THE WEST BANK

Why did Israel build the barrier?
In 2002, the Israeli government decided to construct a barrier with the declared aim of preventing 
violent attacks by Palestinian militants inside Israel. However, the vast majority of the barrier’s 
route is located within the West Bank rather than on the internationally recognized 1949 Green 
Line (or armistice line).

Why doesn’t the barrier route follow the Green Line?
The inclusion of Israeli settlements behind the barrier (on land contiguous with Israel) is the 
single most important factor behind the deviation of the route from the Green Line. In many 
areas the barrier route dips deep into the West Bank, effectively annexing to Israel these 
settlements and settlement blocs, and adjoining areas that include fertile land and water springs. 
The barrier puts nearly half of the Israeli settlements in the West Bank and over 85% of the settler 
population in the area between the Green Line and the barrier’s route (contiguous with Israel). 

Why is it a problem that the barrier route is inside the West Bank?
The vast majority of the barrier route is located within the West Bank, separating Palestinian 
communities and farmland from the rest of the West Bank and contributing to the fragmentation 
of the occupied Palestinian territories. Some 85% of the barrier route runs inside the West Bank 
rather than along the Green Line; if completed as planned, the barrier will cut off 9.4% of the West 
Bank, including East Jerusalem, from the rest of the West Bank.

Is the barrier illegal?
On July 9, 2004, the International Court of Justice issued its advisory opinion “Legal Consequences 
of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory.” The ICJ stated that the 
sections of the barrier route inside the West Bank, including in East Jerusalem, violated Israel’s 
obligations under international law. The ICJ called on Israel to cease construction of the barrier, 
including in and around East Jerusalem, and to dismantle the sections already completed. The 
court also obligated member states not to recognize the illegal situation created by the barrier 
and to ensure Israel’s compliance with international law.

What does the barrier look like? How long is the barrier?
The barrier consists of concrete walls, fences, ditches, razor wire, groomed sand paths, an 
electronic monitoring system, patrol roads and a buffer zone. The total length of the barrier (both 
constructed and projected) is approximately 712 kilometers, more than twice the length of the 
Green Line. Approximately 65% of the barrier is complete.

What is the negative impact of the barrier?
For Palestinians living behind the barrier, it has reduced access to workplaces and essential services. 
To continue living in their own homes and to maintain family and social relations with the rest 
of the West Bank, they must obtain permits or “prior coordination” and pass through barrier 
checkpoints. Service providers to these communities, including ambulances and fire brigades, face 
reduced access. In many cases, the barrier separates Palestinian homeowners from their farmland.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT PEACE NOT WALLS

What is the ELCA’s Peace Not Walls campaign?
In 2005, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) adopted the “Churchwide Strategy 
for Engagement in Israel and Palestine.” An integral part of the wider ELCA strategy was the 
development of a “campaign for peace with justice” in Israel and Palestine under the banner of 
“Peace Not Walls: Stand for Justice in the Holy Land.” This churchwide campaign involves three 
interlocking As: awareness building, accompaniment and advocacy. The name “Peace Not Walls” 
refers to the barrier that Israel began constructing in 2002. The vast majority of the barrier’s route 
is located within the West Bank, rather than on the internationally recognized 1949 Green Line.

What is the Peace Not Walls vision for Israel and Palestine?  
The ELCA’s Peace Not Walls campaign is committed to Israelis and Palestinians coexisting in 
justice and peace as citizens of viable and secure Israeli and Palestinian states. It also calls for 
a reduction in poverty and unemployment among Palestinians, with access to basic services; an 
end to the Israeli occupation of the Palestinian territories; an end to terrorism and violence by 
individuals, groups and states; and a negotiated final status agreement, which includes a “shared 
Jerusalem” that can serve as a capital to both Palestine and Israel, with access by and full rights 
in the city for Jews, Christians and Muslims.  

How can I get involved?
•	 Plan a trip to Palestine and Israel.

•	 Have you ever wanted to go on or lead a trip to the Holy Land? We invite you to 
meet the living stones, the people of the land, rather than just seeing archaeological 
and historical sites on your visit. 

•	 ELCA visitors are welcomed and encouraged to explore the ministries of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHL) and the Lutheran 
World Federation – Jerusalem Program in order to build relationships and to learn 
about their commitment to faith and faithful service. There are opportunities to 
worship with ELCJHL congregations, share a meal with ELCJHL members, volunteer at 
an olive harvest, visit ELCJHL schools and Augusta Victoria Hospital, and more.

•	 We can help you find a trip or plan your visit based on the accompaniment model 
(contacts, suggested itineraries, reflection questions, etc.).

•	 Connect with a local working group to host a film or a speaker.
•	 Email Peace Not Walls coordinator Karin Brown (Karin.Brown@elca.org) to learn who is 

involved in your area and how to host an event to raise awareness.

Resources on Peace Not Walls
•	 Full strategy and resources for congregations and synods can be found at 

ELCA.org/PeaceNotWalls.
•	 Sign up for ELCA action alerts to receive monthly action alerts from Peace Not Walls at 

ELCA.org/advocacy (click the option for Middle East network).
•	 Follow the Peace Not Walls blog at blogs.elca.org/peacenotwalls.

Peace Not Walls staff
Karin Brown, Peace Not Walls coordinator, Karin.Brown@elca.org
Saïd Ailabouni, area director for Europe, Middle East and North Africa, Said.Ailabouni@elca.org
Johanna Olson, manager for relationships for Europe, Middle East and North Africa, 
Johanna.Olson@elca.org
Dennis Frado, director of Lutheran Office for World Community, Dennis.Frado@elca.org
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